
Study Questions 

The Color of Water 
Mrs. Hawke | English 

 
Reading Quiz #1 (chapters 1-6) DUE___________________ 

1. Why did Rachel Shilsky have to die? 2 
2. What two hobbies did Ruth take-up when James 

was fourteen? 5 
3. Why does Ruth say her father married her 

mother? 15 
4. What would Ruth’s father threaten her with? 16 
5. What activities were not allowed on the 

Sabbath? 17 
6. What does Ruth fear about death? 19 
7. Why does James fear for his mother’s safety? 25 

8. What do James’ parents believe was the way out 
of poverty? 29 

9. Where does James’ mother like to hang out? 31 
10. Why did James hit the Black Panther’s son? 36 
11. What did Ruth’s father do for a living? 37 
12. What did Ruth’s father do to her? 42-43 
13. What are the two similes the author uses while 

explaining the Reverend’s sermons? 47 
14. Why does Ruth say God is the color of water? 51 
15. Why do you think Richie gets so mad at the 

white picture of Jesus? 52 
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